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Chapter 6: Development of the Mass Media Industries

Discussion and Writing Questions

1. Radio is competing with MP3 players and satellite radio. How are they adapting?  Explain.  

2. Broadcast television is in a state of decline.  What are some strategies they are trying to use to adapt?  Explain. 

3. Find three articles online by futurists or essayists on media about the future of older mediated forms (television, radio, print).  Evaluate their predictions based on your own view from a media literacy perspective.
4. Write a short essay predicting the future of a new medium, such as Apple’s new iPad.  Also brainstorm about new ideas for future media communication outlets.  What will be invented or introduced next to the public?  

5. In April 2010, late night talk show host Conan O’Brien signed a contract with basic cable channel TBS after being fired by broadcast network NBC.  O’Brien was quoted as saying, “In three months, I've gone from network television to Twitter to performing live in theaters, and now I'm headed to basic cable. My plan is working perfectly." While considering the developmental stages of media, especially with broadcast in decline, would you argue O’Brien is better situated with TBS or not?
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